
 

 

      1st May 2026 

On Sunday 3rd May at 10.30am, the Service will be led by Mrs Elizabeth Britton 
On Sunday 10th May at 10.30am the Service will be led by the MWiB Team 

These services will be live streamed, the link to which can be found via the Wesley Website at: 
www.wesleychurch.org.uk 

Wesley Methodist Church Weeke King’s Somborne Methodist Church 

IT All STARTED HERE………. 

On the 24th November 1785 an elderly clergyman of 82 got up at 3.00am in the morning and at 4.00am     
boarded a Mail Coach leaving London for Winchester where he arrived at 3.15pm.  His purpose was to open 
the first Methodist Chapel in Silver Hill, near the Broadway.  He visited the Cathedral and then returned to  
London by Coach and preached to his congregation in London at 8.00 am.  What a man!  What energy and 
commitment! (I wonder who kept his diary straight?) 

This started the movement of Methodism in Winchester and its surrounding area. Most villages around the 
city had a Methodist chapel and most have disappeared except our sister church, King’s Somborne. 

In October 1956 the Winchester Circuit planted a Methodist Church on Fromond Road, Weeke, amidst the 
large housing Estate of Weeke, more housing followed shortly on Teg Down, Harestock and now King’s Barton.  
A visionary action by the Circuit leaders. 

The foundation stones were laid on Christmas Eve 1955, present was the then Secretary of the Methodist   
Conference, Rev Dr Eric Baker, and our celebrations will be graced by the presence of the current Secretary of 
Conference, Rev Dr Jonathon R Hustler. 

So, keep this date in your diaries, 24/25 OCTOBER 2026, which is 70 years since the opening of the Church we 
now know as Wesley Methodist. 

Wesley brought to the rural communities and the new industrial cities a faith they could understand; it was not 
bound with restrictions of practice, simply a faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and a way of living out the gospel in 
daily life.  The small groups which were the foundation of these communities were called Classes, and they 
shared so willingly with everyone, their way of living with the gospel, reflecting the Acts of the Apostle stories 
of people living and sharing their lives as they worshipped together.  (Acts 2 vv 42 – 47) 

More details will be coming out regularly as to how we can celebrate this Anniversary. 

Every blessing 

Richard 

Wesley Methodist Church 

70th Anniversary 

24th and 25th October 

2026 



 

 

Dates for Your Diary: 
30th April: Mini-Marvels (9.00—11.00am)                                                                                                                                                                                
1st May: Friday Fun Club (5.00-6.30pm)                                                                                                                          
1st May: Feel Good Friday (7.00-9.00pm)                                                                                                                                          
3rd May: Service led by the Mrs Elizabeth Britton at Wesley 10.30am                                                                                 
3rd May: Service of Holy Communion led by Revd Peter Rayson at King’s Somborne 10.30am                         
7th May: No Mini-Marvels due to Local Elections                                                                                                       
10th May: Service led by the team from MWiB at Wesley 10.30am                                                                                 
10th May: Service led by Mr Mike Bowstead at King’s Somborne 10.30am                                                          
11th May: Circuit Children, Youth and Family Leaders Zoom 7.00—8.00pm                                                         
14th May: Mini-Marvels (9.00—11.00am)                                                                                                                        
14th May: Together Thursday 2.30—4.30pm                                                                                                                         
15th May: Friday Fun Club (5.00-6.30pm)                                                                                                                           
15th May: Feel Good Friday (7.00-9.00pm)                                                                                                                                      
16th May: Plant Sale and Café Wesley in aid of The Winchester Beacon (10.00am-12noon)                            
17th May: Service led by Revd Peter Rayson at Wesley 10.30am                                                                            
17th May: Messy Church at King’s Somborne (3.00-5.00pm)                                                                                                        
21st May: Mini-Marvels (9.00—11.00am)                                                                                                                                   
23rd May:  Lego Church (10.00am-11.30am)                                                                                                                 
24th May: Pentecost Refresh Service led by the Worship Team at Wesley 10.30am                                                                            
24th May: Service led by Mr Graham Hepburn at King’s Somborne 10.30am                                                       
28th May: Together Thursday 2.30—4.30pm                                                                                                               
31st May: Service led by Mr Tom Belshaw at Wesley 10.30am                                                                                
31st May: Service led by  Revd Tim Searle at King’s Somborne 10.30am                                                                                                           

The next edition of the WSL will be on Friday 15th May, we will need any items for inclusion to be sent to 
Paul and Brenda, by Wednesday 13th May 2026. 
Email: brenda.yarrien@btinternet.com or by phone on 01794389153.   

 

 

 

 

I hope you are ready 

with your seedlings , 

cuttings  and pot plants 

etc. 

Please bring your contributions on  

Friday  evening 15th May between 6 and 7 pm and place them in the foyer 

The plan is to reassemble your contributions outside from 9am on  

Saturday morning, starting to sell at 10am. 

YOUR HELP ON THE DAY FOR THE SALE WILL BE MUCH APPRECIATED 



 

 

Next Café Wesley and Plant Sale 

Saturday, 16th May 10.00am to 12.00pm 

Next Lego Church                                                                    

Saturday, 23rd May 10.00am to 11.30pm 

The next Café Wesley is raising money for The Winchester Beacon 



 

 

Brenda writes: If any one is interested in exploring this unique opportunity, please contact me 

by email or at home on 01794 389153. 



 

 



 

 

 Not Quite Tea at the Ritz…. 

 

but -   Tea with Style in aid of The 

Honeypot Childrens Charity’s                         

30th Anniversary 
Saturday 9th May 

2.30 – 4.30 p.m. at 

Romsey Methodist Church 

All donations to The Honeypot [less expenses] 

 

Limited places so please book by 2nd May by emailing elizabethrobertsonrmc@gmail.com 

giving numbers of guests and any allergy or intolerance information                         

mailto:elizabethrobertsonrmc@gmail.com


 

 



 

 


